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Research Paradigms

Social Networks: Subcommunication or a Tool for the Formation  
of Mass Consciousness? Towards a Classification of Social Networks
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Abstract
The article considers a completely new classification of social networks. The author identifies 

two types of social networks. The first type includes social networks forming subcommunication and 
leading users to the virtual world. The second type is associated with the platforms that actively af-
fect the audience and form in people’s minds the picture of the world necessary to achieve certain 
goals. Such social networks act as a collective organizer and contribute to the formation of mass 
consciousness and behavior, despite the personalistic nature of communication on these networks. 
Thus, this type of social media often a!ects the real life of users. The most typical functions of each 
particular social network represent a very important aspect in the context of identifying these types. 
The research was conducted on the material of three social networks: Ask.ru, Ask.fm and VKontakte. 
Ask.ru and Ask.fm are considered to be platforms that form subcommunication. VKontakte exempli-
fies social networks a!ecting the users’ life. 

Keywords: social networks, classification of social networks, types of social networks, social net-
work picture of the world.
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Media Education of Schoolchildren in Russia: 
from Proto Formats to a Consensual Approach
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Abstract
This article presents a historical analysis of domestic academic approaches to film education and 

information literacy as predecessors of modern media education. Because of the historical dispute 
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among pedagogues, librarians and media researchers, there is no conventional definition of media 
education and media literacy in Russia. In the article, the author makes an attempt to combine the 
existing definitions of film education, information literacy and media literacy to compose a new 
definition of media education. Each part of the article describes one of the media educational con-
cepts in the context of pedagogical practices at di!erent periods of history: genesis, practical utili-
tarian period, aesthetic period and social-cultural concepts. In conclusion, the author sums up the 
analysis combining the historical practices. And at the very end, the possibility of cooperation of film 
education, information literacy and media education is discussed.

Keywords: media education, media literacy, film education, information literacy.
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Abstract
This article considers the characteristics of representation of foreign states in Russian and US 

foreign reporting in 1995 and 2015. Based on the content analysis of American (The Los Angeles 
Times and The Philadelphia Inquirer) and Russian newspapers (Rossiyskaya Gazeta, Izvestia, No-
vaya Gazeta and Kommersant) the author attempts to find out the preferences of the media when 
it comes to the choice of the covered countries. The results of this research demonstrate di!erent 
approaches to the coverage of foreign states by the press of the two countries that represent di!er-
ent media systems. Overall, the countries most actively covered by the US press were mainly coun-
tries that were involved in conflicts, as well as countries that were going through major crises. The 
press in Russia mostly focused on events in a geographically, culturally and historically close coun-
try – Ukraine, which also struggled from an internal armed conflict in 2015. The author also notes 
that ‘elite’ states generally dominate the agenda of Russian newspapers in 1995 and 2015, how-
ever this trend is not observed in American foreign reporting. In the press of both countries, there is 
a noticeable increase in the tendency to select foreign news corresponding to Russia’s / US geopo-
litical interests.

Keywords: foreign reporting, quality press, content analysis, news flow.
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Abstract
This paper looks into the operation of a photographic report in art and photojournalism and the 

practice of using one in the periodical press. The author highlights new elements in the illustration 
of the modern press. He also identifies in photographs certain semantic aspects and their correlation 
with the genre of photographic report.
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Abstract
The use of crowdfunding can enable authors to solve one of the most complex problems arising 

at the time of start-up: that of financing. In response to the long-lasting financial crisis, the tradi-
tional ways of fund raising are becoming less available and less attractive, and the “crowd” can be 
a good alternative. The analysis of crowdfunding projects in photojournalism    on the Kickstarter 
platform, which was conducted by the author of this study, showed the still positive dynamics of 
financing growth and the comparableness of the obtained data with the general tendencies of the 
site under consideration. In spite of the fact that the most part of the analyzed projects were launched 
by American authors, the geography of crowdfunding is really wide and covers practically all the 
regions. Notably, this applies to both authors and donors. The study defines the threshold values of 
the raised money and their importance for predicting the campaign success. Only 6% of the cam-
paigns which reached the milestone of 20% of the required sum become failures. 

This study indicates that crowdfunding as a model of financing photographic projects proves its 
worth and can equip photojournalists with an e!ective tool for raising money.

Keywords: photojournalism, crowdfunding, Kickstarter, financing, photographic project.
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Abstract
This paper considers the works of the first historian of Soviet photography G.M. Boltyansky de-

voted to the history of creating bodies of state management of photographing in the years of the 
Civil War in Russia. Along with the historian’s published works, the author of the paper focuses on 
the analysis of the draft of Boltyansky’s flagship book “Essays on the History of Photography in the 
USSR” kept in the funds of the Russian State Archive of Literature and Arts.

Keywords: G.M. Boltyansky, photography, state management, photographing, Civil War.
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Abstract 
The article presents the results of a historiographic study into the initial stage of the formation 

of domestic broadcasting on the example of Buryat radio. The 1920s in science have not yet been 
su'ciently studied in terms of the stated topic, which is accounted for by a limited empirical base. 
Yet the documents preserved in the republican archives, as well as materials of press publications 
of that time, made it possible to restore in chronological order the important process of radiofication 
in this region, to reveal herein the special role of the radio amateur movement and the activities of 
the Society of Friends of Radio. A quantitative analysis of the thematic materials of the socio-polit-
ical newspaper “Buryat-Mongolskaya Pravda” (1926‒1929) showed that the peak of publication 
activity on the subject of radio communication occurred in 1927, when radio installation was put 
into operation in Verkhneudinsk. The events were mainly reported in news items, whose authors 
were for the most part members of the Society of Friends of Radio. In 1929, this organization sig-
nificantly reduced its participation in the promotion of radio engineering and broadcasting in the 
local press. The experimental period of Buryatia’s radio ended, the history of which was inextricably 
linked with the work of radio amateurs.

 In the year of the 125th anniversary of the invention of radio, the topic of the research seems to 
be especially relevant. 

Keywords: radio broadcasting, Buryatia, republic, audience, radio newspaper.
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Abstract 
The ways of making media coverage of social problems more e!ective have become a real issue 

nowadays.
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This article presents an innovative approach to the research of representations of social issues 
in mass media, within which it is supposed to create a research algorithm using the example of cov-
erage of social orphanhood in Russian mass media based on such materials as newspaper articles, 
reviews, news items and the like. The problem of social orphanhood as one of the priority social 
problems in Russia has been considered to date. Mass media are presented as a tool for shaping 
public consciousness in relation to the problem. The article analyzes the role of mass media in the 
formation of media careers and media transit of the theme of social orphanhood. The article contains 
a brief overview of the pilot study publications and o'cial statistical data. It also presents the pros-
pects for the study of the problem. The author of the article believes that although there is a ten-
dency for a decrease of social orphans in our country, the general scale of the issue calls for imme-
diate actions. Media coverage is therefore to become one of the problem-solving sources.

Keywords: social orphanhood, mass media, media transit of social issues.
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Abstract
 The topic of preserving national identity occupies a significant place on the agenda of Swiss mass 

media and attracts the active attention of Internet users. The article presents the results of a study 
of audience requests on this topic in the Swiss segment of the Internet. The processing of the statis-
tical data and the interpretation of the results of mediametric analysis was carried out on the basis 
of a media geographical approach focusing on the transformation of meanings in space and time in 
the process of constructing media reality. The empirical base of the study was made up of statistical 
data from Google Trends search engine and publications from Swiss mass media.
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